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 Robotics teams from four 
Cherokee County schools traveled 
to Blairsville, Ga., for the FIRST 
Lego League regional qualifying 
tournament Saturday. 
 Andrews Middle School had 
67 kids initially sign up for the 
school’s robotics team at the begin-
ning of the year, but nine students 
were able to make the team for 
the tournament. Ernestina Gon-
zalez, Calab Raymond, Charles 
Dickerson, Caleb Stillwell, Greta 
Whisonant, Daisy Sargent, Rileigh 
Lequire, Electa Tallant and Alexis 
Beasley made up the team, while 
Amber Ledford and John Worden 
were the coaches.
 Both Andrews and Hiwassee 
Dam students showed some of the 
core values of the tournament – 
gracious professionalism and coop-
eration – in their actions. Hiwassee 

Dam brought their practice game 
board, and when they learned there 

weren’t enough practice boards 
provided in the pit for every team, 

they shared their board with other 
teams.

 Later, as teams waited for the re-
sults of the competition, Andrews 
Middle students led an impromptu 
game of “Duck, Duck, Goose,” 
eagerly going to each team in the 
gym and inviting them to join.
 For the last two years, Cherokee 
County schools have participated 
in the North Carolina tourna-
ments, with the first round in 
Cherokee and state championship 
in Greensboro. This year, the dis-
trict decided to send the county’s 
teams to the Chattanooga/North 
Georgia tournaments.
 “It’s a little different, but I like 
it,” said Caleb Stillwell, a student 
on Andrews Middle’s team who 
competed last year, too.
 Alecia Frizzell, who organized 
the Blairsville tournament, thought 
it was amazing to see more North 
Carolina teams in the Chattanoo-
ga/North Georgia tournament. 
 “It’s nice because it cuts down on
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‘Pint-sized hero’

2-year-old saves woman’s life
By Kelsey Richardson

krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com
 
 Heroes come in all shapes and 
sizes. Pat Ackerman’s hero hap-
pens to be 2-year-old Lochlainn 
Ledford of Andrews.
 Every Tuesday evening, 
Lochlainn’s mother, Alaina 
Ledford, takes him to his grand-
mother’s art class to greet all of 
the women in attendance with 
the smile. The college course is 
held at Andrews High School.
 Kandy Barnard, Lochlainn’s 
grandmother and teacher of 
the class, said one of his favorite 
activities in the week involves 
visiting ladies in class. One of his 
most cherished people in partic-
ular is Ackerman.
 Around 6 p.m. Nov. 27, 
Barnard said Lochlainn walked 
into the classroom and told her 
to, “Come see Pat.” Figuring 

Ackerman needed help carrying 
supplies, Barnard looked out into 
the hallway. Not seeing Acker-
man, she told Lochlainn she 
wasn’t here yet.
 Lochlainn then turned to 
Gladys Hughes and told her 
Pat had arrived. Hughes did the 
same as Barnard, looking into the 
hallway only to not find Acker-
man anywhere in sight.
 Lynnie Anderson, a member 

of the art class, noticed how 
persistent Lochlainn was during 
his third attempt. “Finally, he 
grabbed Peggy’s (Yon) hand 
and pulled her outside and said, 
‘Come see what Pat is doing,’ ” 
Anderson said. “Peggy screamed, 
and we all went running.”
 Anderson called 911 immedi-
ately. She stayed on the line until 
an ambulance arrived, and was 
instructed to check Ackerman’s 
pulse and breath. After a couple 
attempts, a slow pulse was found.
 Ackerman said all she can 
remember is parking in the high 
school’s lot, then experiencing 
swirls of blackness.
 “I thought, ‘I’ve got to get out 
of here and get some help,’”  
Ackerman said. “I got out and 
kind of fell between Kandy’s car 
and my car. I got up again, start-
ed to the door and that’s when I 
blacked out.”

 The next memory she has of 
the incident is when she woke 
up in the ambulance. Ackerman 
was taken to Mission Hospital 
in Asheville and tested for any 
indicators of a stroke.
 After conducting a CAT scan 
and MRI scan, Ackerman said 
her doctors found out she had a 
serious inner-ear viral infection 
and pneumonia in her right 
lung. She was released from the 
hospital Saturday and is heading 
toward a full recovery.
 Ackerman said she was blessed 
that Lochlainn noticed her in the 
parking lot. If he hadn’t gotten 
their attention, she could have 
remained in the parking lot for 
three hours in 20-degree cold.
 “He’s my pint-sized hero,” 
Ackerman said. “I absolutely love 
that child. That is the sweetest, 
most precious child I have ever 
been around in my life.”

By Kelsey Richardson
krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com

 
 After the sun sets in Andrews, Christ-
mas music and dazzling lights will illumi-
nate downtown for the Magic on Main 
Electric Christmas Parade on Friday. 
 More than 50 floats will pass through 
downtown for the 43rd annual parade, 
which was moved from Saturday to 
Friday night because of a forecast of rain 
and sleet. The parade will be hosted by 
the Andrews Chamber of Commerce 
and JMF Events, and presented by your 
local newspapers, the Cherokee Scout and 
Andrews Journal.
 Dave Bristol, Cincinnati Reds Hall-of-
Famer, will be the grand marshal of the 
parade. Julie Farris, owner of JMF Events, 
said a Chick-fil-A cow will accompany 
Bristol, and attendees will get the chance 
to receive free Reds gear. Maintaining 
an electric theme, all of the floats are re-
quired to incorporate lights in some fash-
ion. A panel of judges will vote on a Best 
in Show. First- and second-place awards 
will be given to floats in the categories of 
a nonprofit, church or business.
 Farris said this year’s business to watch 
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Andrews students compete in robotics tourney
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Andrews Middle School students Electa Tallant and Caleb Stillwell (from left) high-five after their best and 
final robot run.
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The Possum Drop was represented in 
the Murphy Gets Lit Christmas Parade 
on Sunday night.
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Lochlainn Ledford and Pat Ackerman reunite one week after the young Ledford’s persistence to see his friend saved Ackerman’s life.

Lochlainn Ledford
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Credit & terms: Our policy is cash in advance unless credit has been established. Billing terms are net on the 15th of the month following publication. A 1.5% 
finance charge is charged on balances over 30 days. Credit is not extended after an account is unpaid for 60 days. Community Newspapers Inc. has the right 
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the effective date of the new rates upon written notification to the publisher. All advertisements are subject to approval. Advertisements that simulate editorial 
content must be identified as advertisements. Liability for errors in ads shall not exceed the cost of the space occupied by the error. Errors should be brought to 
our attention within seven days of publication.

All advertisements are due by 3 p.m. Monday. Preprinted inserts are due 7 days prior to publication.
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Other Advertising Rates
All rates are net to newspaper.

Church/non-profit rate ....................$7.95 per column inch
Legal or political advertising ........... Open or contract rate

Color in Display Advertisements
0-15 inches – $30

16-31 inches – $50 • 32+ inches – $100
Color Business & Service Directory*

13 weeks – $30 • 10 weeks – $35 • 5 weeks – $40
Prices are weekly for full run.

Church Directory*
7 lines for $5, 50¢ for each additional line.

Display ad – $20 per week.
Newspapers in Education*

$295 annual sponsorship to help local schools.
*Internet ad included at no additional charge.

Classified ads – $7.65*
10 words, 20¢ for each additional word.

The same ad also receives a multi-newspaper discount.
Borders and headlines available for a small extra charge.

*Internet ad included at no additional charge.

Combination rates for display ads
Cherokee Scout, Murphy, NC 28906

Clay County Progress, Hayesville, NC 28904
The Graham Star, Robbinsville, NC 28771

The News Observer, Blue Ridge, GA 30513
Times-Courier, Ellijay, GA 30540

Any 2 newspapers – 7% discount on both.
Any 3 or more – 10% discount on all.
Any 5 or more – 15% discount on all.
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Cherokee Scout Marketplace
The Cherokee Scout Marketplace acts as the digital companion to your local 
newspaper’s print and online advertising. As an advertiser, the Cherokee Scout 
Marketplace expands awareness of your business’ message through print and 
digital platforms to residents of Cherokee and surrounding counties, substan-
tially increasing the visibility, reach and relevance of your business when you 
invest in print advertising with the newspaper. In short, your printed ad also 
appears online.

When you purchase a print ad with us, you receive:
• A searchable, online business directory page. The page is unique for your 
business, including an address, hours of operation, contact information, a map, 
photos and a link to your website.

• Each additional print ad you run with us will enhance your Search Engine 
Optimization through the business directory page.

• The Cherokee Scout Marketplace also is connected to marketplaces all 
across north Georgia and western North Carolina, enhancing the reach of your 
business directory page across the Southeast.

Our mission: To make Cherokee County, N.C., 
an even better place to live and work.



Internet Advertising Rates
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Bronze Package
Run of site ad. The ad will rotate with other advertisers.

$199 per month value!
Mobile ad on a smart phone or tablet.
Price per month included in upper ad.

$199 per month value!
Only $99 per month!

$100 per month, or 50% savings

Silver Package
Run of site ad. The ad will rotate with other advertisers.

$199 per month!
Mobile ad on a smart phone or tablet.
Price per month included in upper ad.

$150 per month value!
$349 per month value!

Only $150 per month!
$199 per month, or 57% savings

Gold Package
Run of site ad. The ad will rotate with other advertisers.

$199 per month value!
Mobile ad on a smart phone or tablet.
Price per month included in upper ad.

$150 per month value!
2x3 black and white ad in the newpaper weekly.

$240 per month value. Average print cost of all 3 papers.
$589 per month value!

Only $225 per month!
$364 per month, or 62% savings

Platinum Package
Run of site ad. The ad will rotate with other advertisers.

$199 per month value!
Mobile ad on a smart phone or tablet.
Price per month included in upper ad.

$150 per month value!
2x4 black and white ad in the newspaper weekly.

$320 per month value! 
Average price cost of all 3 newspapers.

$350 per month value!
$1,019 per month value!

Only $350 per month!
$669 per month, or 65% savings
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