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 Peachtree – It’s a cliche that there’s a 
good woman behind every good man for a 
reason – mostly because it’s often true.
 Kelly Gentry has been there for all but 16 
of her husband’s victories at Murphy, which 
make up the lion’s share of 
his North Carolina-best 413 
wins. But like every great 
coach, David Gentry did not 
get to the top of the high 
school heap alone.
 Kelly Thompson played 
basketball and volleyball, 
as well as running track, for 
Murphy until graduating 
in 1982. The Lady Bulldogs basketball team 
made the fourth round of the state playoffs 
in her senior year, when she was coached by 
Karen Watson.
 As for football, the Bulldogs were not too 
strong during her time. Murphy went 0-10 in

See GENTRY, page 10A
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Stand by 
your man413!

Noah Shatzer/sports@cherokeescout.com
Murphy coach David Gentry is No. 1 alone as North Carolina’s all-time wins leader after defeating Swain County on Friday night.

Mrs. Gentry has been along 
for nearly all of historic run

Gentry cements himself as North Carolina’s top Dog
u More on Murphy’s big win, 1B.

By Noah Shatzer
sports@cherokeescout.com

 Bryson City – David Gen-
try didn’t start coaching football 
setting out to break any records. 
He just set out to win football 
games.
 Nearly 50 seasons later, Mur-
phy’s head coach finds himself 
holding one of North Carolina 
football’s most prestigious re-
cords – the all-time winningest 

high school football coach in 
state history.
 “It’s a big number, and it 
means a whole lot to us as a 
team, as a program,” Gentry said 
in his office Monday after Mur-
phy’s practice. “To me personal-
ly, I never thought when I first 
started this position … I just try 
and win the next game.”
 He paused, taking a moment 
to think. “I don’t know if I can 
take it all in until after the sea-
son,” he added. “We’re concen-
trated on what we have left to 

do this year.”
 Gentry’s record-breaking 
413th win was one for the 
ages, which he described as an 
“instant classic” after the game.
 The one-point win over 
Murphys’ biggest rival, Swain, 
took place in Bryson City, 
where Gentry and the Bulldogs 
hadn’t won a game since 2005. 
It would have been a monu-
mental victory for Murphy even 
without the historical aspect.
 For Gentry, establishing 
himself as the state’s all-time 

winningest head coach against 
the Smoky Mountain Confer-
ence team that’s given him the 
most trouble since he came to 
Murphy in 1983 was the cherry 
on top.
 “That’s just been the best rival 
since I’ve been here,” Gentry 
said of the record coming 
against the Maroon Devils. “So 
to beat your rival, at their place 
for the record … that’s probably 
as good as it gets.”
 The record didn’t come 

See RECORD, page 10A

Kelly and David Gentry have been married 
nearly 33 years, all of which time David has 
been Murphy’s head football coach.

By Lorrie Ross
Clay County Progress

 Brasstown – Despite 
cool temperatures and 
intermittent rain, several 
hundred people converged 
on Settawig Road to watch 
pumpkins fly Saturday.
 Even more came out Sun-
day, when warmer weather 
and dry skies prevailed. Pam 
Roman – director of the 
Clay County Chamber of 

Commerce, which sponsors 
the annual Punkin Chunkin 
– said about 16,000 people 
attended during the two 

days. This includes volun-
teers, vendors and attendees, 
both paying and non-paying.

See PUNKIN, page 10A

Punkins 
chunked 
yet again

Poem sums up 911 woes

Noah Shatzer/sports@cherokeescout.com
Some contestants in the pumpkin pie eating contest had 
unique methods, including flipping the pie out of the 
plate for more efficient scarfing.

By Penny Ray
pennyray@cherokeescout.com

 A well-intentioned attempt to inform 
the public about the loss of emergency 911 
communications last week turned into a 
war of words, with some citizens blaming 
law enforcement officials for disturbing 
their sleep.
 The public’s misdirected anger prompt-
ed a local official to pen a light-hearted 
poem that mirrors “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas.”
 “Those Nixle alerts don’t come from the 
sheriff ’s office, they come from emergency 
management, and you specifically have to 
sign up for them,” said Theresa Creasman, 
911 communications director for the Cher-
okee County Sheriff ’s Office. “That’s what 
prompted my poem.”

 Around 11:30 p.m. Thursday, crew work-
ers with Frontier Communications and 
its contractors were responsible for relo-
cating fiber-optic cables as part of a bridge 
replacement project in Dillsboro. During 
the operation, someone inadvertently cut a 
fiber line, causing a five-hour disruption to 
emergency 911 service in Cherokee, Clay, 
Graham, Jackson, Macon and Swain coun-
ties, as well as the Cherokee tribal area. 
Services were restored by 4:30 a.m. Friday.
 Around 2 a.m., Cherokee County 
Emergency Management broadcasted an 
alert via Nixle, notifying local subscribers 
that emergency communication lines were 
not working. Nixle, which is designed to 
help emergency professionals communicate 
with the public, can call landlines and cell 
phones or send emails and text messages, 

See 911, page 10A
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 Robotics teams from four 
Cherokee County schools traveled 
to Blairsville, Ga., for the FIRST 
Lego League regional qualifying 
tournament Saturday. 
 Andrews Middle School had 
67 kids initially sign up for the 
school’s robotics team at the begin-
ning of the year, but nine students 
were able to make the team for 
the tournament. Ernestina Gon-
zalez, Calab Raymond, Charles 
Dickerson, Caleb Stillwell, Greta 
Whisonant, Daisy Sargent, Rileigh 
Lequire, Electa Tallant and Alexis 
Beasley made up the team, while 
Amber Ledford and John Worden 
were the coaches.
 Both Andrews and Hiwassee 
Dam students showed some of the 
core values of the tournament – 
gracious professionalism and coop-
eration – in their actions. Hiwassee 

Dam brought their practice game 
board, and when they learned there 

weren’t enough practice boards 
provided in the pit for every team, 

they shared their board with other 
teams.

 Later, as teams waited for the re-
sults of the competition, Andrews 
Middle students led an impromptu 
game of “Duck, Duck, Goose,” 
eagerly going to each team in the 
gym and inviting them to join.
 For the last two years, Cherokee 
County schools have participated 
in the North Carolina tourna-
ments, with the first round in 
Cherokee and state championship 
in Greensboro. This year, the dis-
trict decided to send the county’s 
teams to the Chattanooga/North 
Georgia tournaments.
 “It’s a little different, but I like 
it,” said Caleb Stillwell, a student 
on Andrews Middle’s team who 
competed last year, too.
 Alecia Frizzell, who organized 
the Blairsville tournament, thought 
it was amazing to see more North 
Carolina teams in the Chattanoo-
ga/North Georgia tournament. 
 “It’s nice because it cuts down on

See ROBOTICS, page 2
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‘Pint-sized hero’

2-year-old saves woman’s life
By Kelsey Richardson

krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com
 
 Heroes come in all shapes and 
sizes. Pat Ackerman’s hero hap-
pens to be 2-year-old Lochlainn 
Ledford of Andrews.
 Every Tuesday evening, 
Lochlainn’s mother, Alaina 
Ledford, takes him to his grand-
mother’s art class to greet all of 
the women in attendance with 
the smile. The college course is 
held at Andrews High School.
 Kandy Barnard, Lochlainn’s 
grandmother and teacher of 
the class, said one of his favorite 
activities in the week involves 
visiting ladies in class. One of his 
most cherished people in partic-
ular is Ackerman.
 Around 6 p.m. Nov. 27, 
Barnard said Lochlainn walked 
into the classroom and told her 
to, “Come see Pat.” Figuring 

Ackerman needed help carrying 
supplies, Barnard looked out into 
the hallway. Not seeing Acker-
man, she told Lochlainn she 
wasn’t here yet.
 Lochlainn then turned to 
Gladys Hughes and told her 
Pat had arrived. Hughes did the 
same as Barnard, looking into the 
hallway only to not find Acker-
man anywhere in sight.
 Lynnie Anderson, a member 

of the art class, noticed how 
persistent Lochlainn was during 
his third attempt. “Finally, he 
grabbed Peggy’s (Yon) hand 
and pulled her outside and said, 
‘Come see what Pat is doing,’ ” 
Anderson said. “Peggy screamed, 
and we all went running.”
 Anderson called 911 immedi-
ately. She stayed on the line until 
an ambulance arrived, and was 
instructed to check Ackerman’s 
pulse and breath. After a couple 
attempts, a slow pulse was found.
 Ackerman said all she can 
remember is parking in the high 
school’s lot, then experiencing 
swirls of blackness.
 “I thought, ‘I’ve got to get out 
of here and get some help,’”  
Ackerman said. “I got out and 
kind of fell between Kandy’s car 
and my car. I got up again, start-
ed to the door and that’s when I 
blacked out.”

 The next memory she has of 
the incident is when she woke 
up in the ambulance. Ackerman 
was taken to Mission Hospital 
in Asheville and tested for any 
indicators of a stroke.
 After conducting a CAT scan 
and MRI scan, Ackerman said 
her doctors found out she had a 
serious inner-ear viral infection 
and pneumonia in her right 
lung. She was released from the 
hospital Saturday and is heading 
toward a full recovery.
 Ackerman said she was blessed 
that Lochlainn noticed her in the 
parking lot. If he hadn’t gotten 
their attention, she could have 
remained in the parking lot for 
three hours in 20-degree cold.
 “He’s my pint-sized hero,” 
Ackerman said. “I absolutely love 
that child. That is the sweetest, 
most precious child I have ever 
been around in my life.”

By Kelsey Richardson
krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com

 
 After the sun sets in Andrews, Christ-
mas music and dazzling lights will illumi-
nate downtown for the Magic on Main 
Electric Christmas Parade on Friday. 
 More than 50 floats will pass through 
downtown for the 43rd annual parade, 
which was moved from Saturday to 
Friday night because of a forecast of rain 
and sleet. The parade will be hosted by 
the Andrews Chamber of Commerce 
and JMF Events, and presented by your 
local newspapers, the Cherokee Scout and 
Andrews Journal.
 Dave Bristol, Cincinnati Reds Hall-of-
Famer, will be the grand marshal of the 
parade. Julie Farris, owner of JMF Events, 
said a Chick-fil-A cow will accompany 
Bristol, and attendees will get the chance 
to receive free Reds gear. Maintaining 
an electric theme, all of the floats are re-
quired to incorporate lights in some fash-
ion. A panel of judges will vote on a Best 
in Show. First- and second-place awards 
will be given to floats in the categories of 
a nonprofit, church or business.
 Farris said this year’s business to watch 

See PARADE, page 2

Time 
to get 

Electric
Christmas parade moved 
to Friday night at 7 p.m.

Andrews students compete in robotics tourney

Samantha Sinclair/scoutingaround@cherokeescout.com

Andrews Middle School students Electa Tallant and Caleb Stillwell (from left) high-five after their best and 
final robot run.

Ben Katz/news@myandrewsjournal./com

The Possum Drop was represented in 
the Murphy Gets Lit Christmas Parade 
on Sunday night.

Ben Katz/news@myandrewsjournal.com

Lochlainn Ledford and Pat Ackerman reunite one week after the young Ledford’s persistence to see his friend saved Ackerman’s life.

Lochlainn Ledford
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